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Press Statement
Richard Boucher. Spokesman
Washington, DC
Qctober 16, 2002

North Korean Nuclear Program

Errlier 1his manth, senior U & officigls traveled 1o Horth Korea 1o hegin talss on oA wida
range of issues, During those talks, Assisient Secretary Jemes A, Relly and his delegalion
advisnd tha Morih Koeresne that we had recemtly moguired inToermation thal indicales Lhet Morth
Korea has a progras té enrlch uranium Tor nuolear weapone in vialation of the Agroead Framowork
ard olher agresmenls, HNorth Korean officials acknow ledged that they hawe such a program. The
Horth Koreans atiempled to blame the United States and said Lthat they considered the Sgresd
Framework nullified. Assistant Secretary Kolly pointed owt that Morth Kerea had been embarked
on this program for several years.

Over the summar, Prosident Bush in consultation with our allies and friends had
developed a bold approach to improve relations with North Korea. The United States was
prepared to offer economic and political steps Lo improve the lives of the Morth Korean
people, provided the Morth were drasatically to aiter ita behavior across a range of issues,
inclwding 1% weapons of mass destruction progroms, developzen! and exporl of ballistic
missiles, threats to (1% neighbors, support for terrorism and the deplorable treatment of 1he
Korth Korean peoplie. (n [ ight of owr concerns about the Morthfid swclear weapons progras,
homevar, we are unesble 1o pursue this aopproach.

North Koreafli secrat nuc|ear weapone Drogram (g & serious wiolation of North Koreafd
come | Lmentis under the Agreed Frasework &5 well as under the Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT}, its
International Aiomi¢ Energy Agoncy safeguerds sgreement, and the Joint North-South Declaretion
ort the Denueleacization of the Korsarn Peninsula,

The Administiration e conaulting with key Mesbers of Congrass, ard will continue to do so,
Under Secretary of State Jobhn Belton and Assislant Secretery of State James Kelly are
travel ing to the region to confer with friends and alliea abkout this important issua.

The United Statos ard our allies call on North Korea to comply with its commitments under the
Momprol iferation Treaty, and to el iminate its nuclear weapors program in a verifiable manmaer,

We zeek 8 peaceful resolution of fthis situslion Everyone in the region has a stake in this

issue and no peaceful nation wants to see & nuclear-arsed North Korea. This iz an opportenily
for peace lovirg nalions in the region to deal, effoctively, with this challenge.
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Released on Qctober 16, 2002
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