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EU proposal

Paragraph 19(e)

“Diversify energy supply by developing cleaner, more efficient and innovative
fossil fuel technologies, and by increasing the global share of renewable energy
sources to at least 15% of global total primary energy supply by 2010. To
achieve this all countries should adopt and implement ambitious national goals
for renewable energy. For industrialised countries, these goals should aim at an
increase of the share of renewable energy sources in the total primary energy
supply by at least 2 percentage points by 2010 relative to 2000®




Renewable Energy Tarpets on Sustainable Development )

The present share of RES in global total primary energy supply is in the range of 13.5-
14.0%. "

This number reflects a low average share (+5%) in industrialized countries and a high
average share (+35%) in developing countries. The biggest single contribution (+70% of
all RES) comes from traditional use of biomass used for heating and cooking. Much of
this is obviously unsustainable, either because of overexploitation of forest resources or
becanse of health problems related to indoor air pollution, Time and efforts spent
collecting the biomass keep hundreds of millions in poverty.

Promotion of sustainable development is expected to lead to a reduction in the use of
biomass in developing countries, partly through more efficient use in heating and
cooking, partly through switch to other fuels.

Continued high use of traditional biomass in developing countries will signal a failure in
achieving the MDG and environmental objectives.

Further, the increase of the use of fossil fuel, particularly for transport, as developing
countries develop their economies, will be another reason for a downward trend in the

share of RES. :

For these reasons it will take a significant effort just to maintain the present level of
share of RES in the global energy mix if principles of sustainability have to be respected.
It is certainly important that developing countries are aware of the importance of RES in
their energy mix, while curbing unsustainable forms of biomass. It is particularly
important that industrialized countries deliver a significant additional contribution to
the global share of RES.

The proposal, developed by the EU and a number of other couniries, has to be judged
against this backdrop: ,

a) The global goal of 15% goes beyond, albeit modestly, a mere stabilization as described
above and should rather be seen as changing a decreasing trend for renewables into an
inereasing trend than being compared to existing numbers.

The goal will only be achieved if all major groups of countries develop ambitious
renewable energy policies. _

b) The increase of 2 percentage point in the share s of RES in industrialized countries is
an absolute prerequisite in order to change the trend. Whereas, the number may not
appear impressive at first glance, it should be noted that it represents a *+40%
increase over existing levels, that much of existing RES is hydro power for which there
is practically no further exploitable potential in most industrialized countries. The 2
percentage points increase is much more than what has been achieved during 10 years of
commitments in the Climate Convention to implement policies (like RES) to limit or
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
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BERGTEX

19(e). Diversify energy supply by developing advanced, cleaner, more efficient,
affordable and cost-effective energy technologies, including fossil fuel
technologies as well as renewable energy technologies, hydro included, and their
transfer to developing countries on concessional terms as mutually agreed. With
a sense of urgency, substantially increase the global share of renewable energy
sources, with the objective of increasing its contribution to total energy supply,
recognizing the role of national and voluntary regional targets as well as
initiatives where they exist, and ensuring that energy policies are supportive to
developing countries efforts to eradicate poverty, and regularly evaluate available
data to review progress to this end.
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JOINT DECLARATION BY THE EU,...
THE WAY FORWARD ON RENEWABLE ENERGY

We express our strong commitment to the promotion of renewable energy
and to the increase of the share of renewable energy sources in the global
total primary energy supply. We fully endorse the outcome of the World
Summit on Sustainable Development, considering it a good basis for
further international cooperation, and intend to go beyond the agreement
reached in the area of renewable energy.

Increasing the use of renewable energy is an essential element to achieve
sustainable development at national and global level. Renewable energy
can provide important new ways to reduce pollution, diversify and secure
energy supply and help provide access to energy in support of poverty
eradication. Furthermore, the burning of fossil fuels is the biggest source of
greenhouse gas emissions and these emissions need to be reduced to
mitigate the adverse effects of climate change in order to achieve the
ultimate objectives of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change to prevent dangerous climate change.

We commit ourselves to cooperate in the further development and
promotion of renewable energy technologies. Recognising the sense of
urgency as expressed in paragraph 19(e) of the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation, we will work together to substantially increase the global
share of renewable energy sources, with regular review of progress, on the
basis of clear and ambitious time bound targets set at the national,
regional and hopefully at the global level.

We have adopted, or will adopt, such targets for the increase of renewable
energy and we encourage others to do likewise. We are convinced that this
will help to implement the necessary policies to deliver a substantial
increase in the global share of renewable energy sources. Such targets are
important tools to guide investment and develop the market for renewable
energy technologies.

We commit ourselves to working with others to achieve this goal, especially
through the partnership initiatives being taken which could contribute to
expanding the wuse of renewable energy, as well as forthcoming
international conferences on renewable energy.
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