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AGREEMENT ON CONTINUED UNITED STATES PARTICIFATION TN
THE PROCESS ESTABRLISHED BY THE AGREEMENT AMONG THE
EUROFEAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMUNITY, THE GOVERNMENT OF
JAPAN, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE. RUSSIAN FEDERATION, AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE ITNITED STATES OF AMERYCA ON
COOPERATION IN THE ENGINEERING DESIGN ACTIVITIES FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL THRERMONUCLEAR EXPFERIMENTAL REACTOR

The Government af the United States of America,

Recognizing the desire of the Eurapean Atomic Energy Commundry, the Govermment
nf]apanmdmﬂﬂmtnfﬂ:uﬂumm&dmun b contimie cooperstion in the
engineering design activities for the International Thermonncletr Experimentat
Reactor;

Dresiring to complete ongoing activitles and 1o negotiate a now agreament 0D
international aollaboration on fusion scicnce;

" Hes digresed to continue participation in the ongoing process eatablished by the
hmmﬂfwapulodnfmymﬁumluljfﬂ_,wﬁ

Participation in this process will be subject to the availability of appropeisted finds
£l is not & commitmest to consruct » deviee,

Done at Vienda on 22 Saptember, 1998,

Lt St

POR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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News Medis Contact ] .Far Immediste Release
Broake Andcryon 0864-474-0111 September 22, 1908

SECRETARY RICHARDSON REVIVES INTERNATIONAL
COLLABORATION ON FUSION SCIENCE

Vienna, Austrie — Seerstary of Energy Bill Richardson today signed a unilatera] agreement
extending United States” suppadt for intematisnal fusion callaborstion threugh the Tntenatiome)
Thermopuclear Experiraental Reactor (AITER). The Unfted States wes previcusly perty to the .
Apresment among the European Atamic Energ:r Communily, ard the Government’s of Japen and
Russian Federation on coopatation {n the engincering design sctivities for [FER. With this
Signature, the United States has agreed to conlinus participation in'the angoing peocess
cstablished by the Apresment for 4 period of ana yeer from july 22, 1998,

"Over the past eleven yoars of ITER cooperation, we have mads significant advances in physics
research, enginesring design and Iechnology development,” Richardson said. “Supporiing the
ITER Agreement ig the best way for the United Stales and sur intermational patosry (2 continue
o bencfit fram (heze past accomplishments and collAborations™

ITER, is an intemational collaboration on fusion encrgy research that seeks, in the long-tem, o
provide o yeurse of clenn, 2bundant cnecgy in the 21* cenwry, Tha goal of the ITHER. Agresmant
is to complete the fechnical dasign for building an experimental reactor .  TFbuile, the
experimenisl reactor would ailow researchers 10 study conditions similar to thoss inside a fusion
pawer reactor, greatly advancing fusion science. An sxiension of the cument Agreement i
needed to compleie research and development of sephisticated technologies that sould be ugsd in
the experimontal reacior should the partaers decide to build itin the future.

Secrstary Richardreon discussed this issue with Congressmen Josaph MeDnde, Chairman of the
House Appropriations Committse’s Subcammittes on Encrgy and Watet Develapment, prios ta
releazing the agr=emeat, which was signed in the prassnce of repregenmtives from Ruasia, Japan,
the Eyropean Union and the IAEA, ““We both strongly suppott international fision
collaboration and would lika to nea the U5, and our partners cotmplste the testing on the
eomponeat prototypas,” Richardson said,

The agresment witl now cneble eli partics lo complets ongeing reacarch and development knd

will provide an opportunity to negolisio a new agreement on internstional collsbomtion on fusion
sciemce, The egresnient |s not a sommitment (4 find or support constructon of sny devics,
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Internationad Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor JTRR)—
The conferees note that the ITER agreement expired oo July 21,
1588, For the past several years, Conigress has hoen clear that the
U.8. commitment to ITER extended only through fincal m 1898,
‘The Department iz diractad not to sign an extendon of BgTen.
ment without the written consent of the authorlzing and appropria-
tlona committeas of the House and Senate. The conferees under-
stend and supporl the value of internetional collaboration. The De- -
partment is encou fo congider the poasibility of wtilizing the
existing International fuston center in 8an Diego In future collabo-

rations. 1
Tite conferees note that the deseription of ITER

ITER-ra.
lated actlvitles in the budget request is not mmEarahlu to the clao-
nification of these actlvitles in fiscal year 1998, but support tha gr.
derly completion of research and dawlgpm&nt of mmtﬂnenta that
1858, For example, confaress

can ba completed lo fixca! -year
aot the Dapartment to mest its commitment to the delivery

tenting of the central solanold madel coll. :
The conferses have included $12,200,000 as df ralatad to

completion of ITER-related activitles, Ineluding fanda to complats

regsareh and developmsat in the base technology and to
provide for orderly ITER closeout costa, The Dapartm%t must sub-

mit & reprogramming request if requirements exocesd
Hﬂ,ig_ﬂl},om??mﬁﬂad.
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