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The Eighth International Conference for
Nuclear Cooperation in Asia
Press Release
March 6, 1997

The Eighth International Conference for Nuclear Cooperation in Asia was held in Tokyo, on
March 4, 1997. Representatives from Asian countries; Australia, People's Republic of China,
Republic of Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Republic of the Philippines, The
Royal Kingdom of Thailand and The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam participated and had
meaningful exchanges of opinions and information on the progress made on the projects

agreed at the previous Conference and on ways to promote further regional cooperation.

At the Conference, representatives from each participating country reported on the present
status and future prospects of nuclear development and utilization in their respective
countries under the theme of "Progress and Perspective in Development and Utilization of
Nuclear Energy in the Region : Nuclear Science and Technology, and Nuclear Power

Generation".

Following the above special lectures, an exchange of views was held to further discuss the
development of the cooperation. Questions and answers and exchange of opinions occurred
among the delegates to enhance mutual understanding in the region and the direction of

future cooperation was discussed.

It was confirmed that steady progress in the regional cooperation has been made since the

previous conference.

The Conference referred to the expectation for the improvement of nuclear safety in the world

by the Convention on Nuclear Safety which became effective last October.

The Conference recognized the significance of the development and utilization of nuclear
energy in view of the rapid economic growth in the region and global environmental concerns.
The direction of future cooperative activities was discussed from this point of view. It was
agreed that the Conference provided a useful forum for building mutual confidence and
promoting cooperation among its member states through deepening understanding of the

peaceful uses of nuclear science and technology.



The Conference reconfirmed the importance of its activities which are complementary to the
work of the International Atomic Energy Agency / Regional Cooperation Agreement and to

the various forms of bilateral cooperation undertaken by the member countries.

From the IAEA, the RCA coordinator participated in the Conference as an observer for the
first time, to exchange views on the mechanism for nuclear cooperation activities in the Asian

region.

Questions from the audience on the development of nuclear power and the spent

fuel management in some countries were answered by relevant delegates.

In the working group meetings on March 5 and 6, 1997, exchange of ideas and
discussion regarding specific themes and programs for cooperation occurred. This
was on the basis of the conclusions reached at the previous workshops, seminars,
group meetings, about the five ongoing fields held during the past year and the

nuclear safety culture which was newly started.

The Conference recognized the importance and effectiveness of cooperation under
the consent of this Conference in order to enhance the development of human
resources and to solve technical issues that the member states were facing. It was
agreed that the regional cooperation projects should be continued to obtain

concrete results by all participating countries.



(Attachment)

Regional Cooperation Activities

(Regional Nuclear Cooperation in Asia)

1. Utilization of Research Reactor
The workshop on Neutron Scattering Experiments, Production of Radioisotopes and Safe

Operation and Maintenance of Research Reactor, will be held in Indonesia in November 1997.

2. Application of Radioisotopes and Radiation for Medical Use
The next seminar will be held in Philippines in October 1997, with the title of "Effect of

Utilizing the Standardized Protocol for Radiation Treatment of Uterine Cervix Carcinoma".

3. Application of Radioisotopes and Radiation for Agriculture
The next Workshop will be held in Korea on Mutation Breeding in Oil and Industrial Crops .

Following the seminar, the next phase of the project will be on exchange of methodologies.

4. Public Acceptance of Nuclear Energy

The seventh PA Seminar and PA contact person s meeting will be held in Malaysia during the
latter half of 1997. It was agreed that the information exchange network (AsiaNNet) through
facsimile transmission should be continued, and if possible further exchange of information

by E-mail and internet homepages was suggested.

5. Radioactive Waste Management

The next Waste Management Seminar will be held in China. Support fo continuing discussion
on regional cooperation on radioactive waste management on the four topics, namely, the
exchange of information, regulatory aspects, technical aspects, and training and sending

experts was expressed by all delegates.

6. Nuclear Safety Culture

The next workshop will be held in Australia in approximately one year after identifying the
appropriate type of workshop and more concrete activities for the workshop. It was
recommended to review the application of safety culture to research reactor operation and

management in this follow-up workshop.



