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1. Introduction

It is possible and advisable to promote simultanecusly civil wse of nuclear
cnergy in one hand and global non-proliferation in the olher. Sale and secure
utilization of nuclear energy for civil use will be one of the very important options to
support increasing energy demand in the 21" Century. When civilian use of nuclear
energy has been promoted more than fifty years ago in the world, the center of
development was the USA. The wave of peacefil uses of nuclear energy has expanded
o other regions of the world, notably to Europe. After declining overwhelming power
to promote peaceful uses of nuclear power of the USA in the 1570°s, the center of
development in the world has shifted ta the Furopean region. Construction of nuclear
power stations were continued in Europe and European miclear fuiel cycle business has
covered not only Europe but other regions of the world, e.g. Asia.

The third wave of nuclear energy development for peaceful uses of nuclear
energy appeared in Asia, especially Morth-east Asia The major region in the world
where nuclcar cnergy i3 expocted to be increased is Asia. Further, we belicve that
expanding nuclear energy for peacefiul purposes should be accompanied with
strengthening non-proliferation efforts as well as nuclear disarmnament movement.
Japan, as one of the advanced nations who developed nuclear energy significantly,
should increase its efforts to strengthen global and regional non-proliferation efforts.

There is a perception gap between general opinion of Japanese public and that
of international community in connection with the possibility/desirability of Japan as a
nuclear weapon state. Japanese general public normally do not consider that such
possibility exists, but some sector in foreign countries is not persuaded so easily to the
argument saying that Japan will not produce or introduce nuclear weapons into Japan
in any considerable situations.

In this paper the suthor introduces the discussions on this perception gap, the
ways t¢ decrease such perception gap, and finally his personal proposals to enhance
regional confidence on the nuclear energy development in Asian region.

2. Perception gap between Japanese general public and international community

The perception, which considers that Japan is not abandon its intenfion to
possess nuclear weapons if the situation is drastically changed, is accepted in wvery
different way by Japanese general public and by some sectors of international
community.

The reasons that Japanese general public presents are the following:

(1) Japan abandoned any war and is pursuing peaceful way only. This is proven by



its Constitution, Atomic Energy Basic Law and the Government policy of non-
nuclear three principles; '

(2) Yapan ratified the NPT, also Japun cuncluded bilateral Governmental nuclear
cooperation agreements with supplier states, eg. USA. By these intemational
commitments Japan will not use nuclear material for military purposes. Japan is
accepting IAEA safeguards for all nuclear materials within its territory;

(3)Having experiences of Hiroshima and Nagasaki Japan recognized exireme
dreadful power of nuclear weapons,

(4) Since power of ttass-media in Japan 15 s0 strong and penetrating, if Japanese
Government intends to introduce muclear weapons such intention will be
disclosed soon. In other words, confidentiality can not be kept;

(5) Once it is disclosed to the foreign countries Lthat Japan is producing nuclear
weapons, Japan must expect sanctions from other countries. Japan is a nation
relying on internation trade, therefore, such sanctions would be disastrous to
Japan;

{0) Japan is now under the nuclear umbrella of the USA based upon Japan-US
Mutual Security Agreement. Japan does not need to have nuclear weapons;

(7) Contrally to the Cold-War era, Japan has no security threat from surrounding
niclear weapon states under present international political situation.

The reasons of some sectors in the international community are the following:

(1) Once upon a time Japan was a significant military power. After the World War Tl

Japan became a major economic power in the world, If Japan intends to become
a hegemony state in the world, Japan may consider possession of nuclear
weapons (political weapon) ;

(2) Japan is surrounded by nuclear weapons states. If Japan wants to be the
regional hegemony state in Asia, Japan would require miclear weapons, since
China, which would be a competitor in the region, has already nuclear weapons

(political weapon} ;

(3)DPRK is suspected as a state already developing nuclear weapons, If DPRK is
proven to be a nuclear weapon state, or integrated Korca in future has nuclear



weapons or its capability, Japan would consider the necessity of possession of
nuclear weapons;

(4) Japan is already equipped necessary resources for nuclear weapons, including
raw materials for nuclear warheads (Pu, HEU), capability to produce such
materials (reprocessing, enfichment) and transport measures (rocket technology).
Weaponization technology would not be an obstacle for Japan, since Japan has
very high technical capability,

(5)Domestic laws, regulations and policies, e.pg. Constitution, non-nuclear
principles, will not be the affective barriers when state’s intention has changed,

- Amendments to such laws and regulations are possible,

(6)Tt is certain that Japan is a democratic country and has high transparency.
Heowever, the intention to go nuclear should be a national top secret matter. It is
ot gledr the power of mass-media can penetrate into such national top secret

matter,

{7T) The experiences of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was 50 years ago. The alternation
of generation has been experienced, It is not sure such strong non-nuclear will,
which was shown immediately after of the disaster, continug to the present
generations,

3. Several ways to reduce the perception gap

The author comsiders the following measures could be useful to reduce the
perception gap recognized between Japanese pencral public wnd e international
community; '

(1) further upgrading of communications between Japan and the intermational
community on the subject;

(2) further upgrading of transparency in Japan;

(3) further strengthening of Japamese contribution to the international non-
proliferation/nuclear disarmament measures; and

(4) decreasing the political and military importance of nuclear weapons.



The following measures could be uzeful for upgrading transparency on the
nuclear energy development in Japan;

(1) More nvader release of information related 1o the decision making on nuclear
policy, nuclear energy development, and information given to the JAEA with
regards to the detailed nuclear material accountancy/fsafeguards,

(2) Involvement of the third party to the process of policy determination by the
Government and industries, and

(3) Multinationalization of private industries.

4, Personal proposals to enhance regional confidence on the nuclear energy
development in Asia,

Japan should consider to promote more stronger confidence building measures
in Asia, These measures will contribute strengthening of regional non-proliferation
regime. There will be many measures aiming for such objective, but the author
proposes the following ideas as his personal proposal,

(1) to enhance regional discussions and communications of the subjects of nuclear
related matters as A regolar hasis in ASEAN Regional Forum, and to seek a
possibility of establishing a small core organization o deal with those matters;

(2) Information exchange and joint implementation of research and developmental
activity on the nuclear material protection, control and accounting (MPCE&A)
gyatem by Aasinn countrics,

(3) The Establishment of Asian Non-Proliferation Research Center, which will be
established as a private non-profit organization. This Center should pursue
interdiciplinary approach, consisted of policy research and technological
rescarch development, The Center should be composed by multinational
researchers, and

{(4) More effective use of non-governmental organizations in the field of nuclear
energy. Some examples are WANO, Uranium Institute. We should recommend
to these organizations to pay much attention to the Asian non-proliferation
situations.
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