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4. Managing the Back End of the Nuclear Fued Cycie
Nuw. the fourth and final piltar of cur nuclear futurs concems our managing the world's
gmwmn inventory of civil spent fuel and separated plutonk:m. Here ame the realities:
more ¢ivll plutonium is being separated than is being recyciad in conventional
nuclaar power reactors;
» moe than 200 metric tons of separated civil plutoniism — al usabile in nuciear
devices — is stored amound the world, with many tans added every year, and
« sforage for stocks of civil apent fued is naaring global capacity.

As stocks of civi apemnt fual and plutonium rize, so do the proliferation risks. We need a
unifiad vision to manage this "back end” of nuclear power production.

First, we should work together to ensure that adequate spent fuel storage capacity js
available to reducsd pressures for additional reprocessing, Wa should also consider
concepts for consolidated, intemational storage of spent fuel and plutonium.

Second, we should work o implement the goal articulated in the Intemational Plubonium
Management Guidelines: bring civil plutonfum suppliss and demand Into batance.
In: striving to achieve this balance, we will maintain cunrent U.S. policy: we do not
encourage the civil use of plutonium, but =t the same time wa will not altar our existing
commitments in this area. For those who have not yvet decided on hew to manage their

spent fuel, we Lrge them to consider the value of fong-term storage and direct dispossd
as 2 means 10 address the growing accumudation of this materal.

. Third, we should explore long-term strategies to reduce existing stocks of already
separatad chl plutonium, Buming piutonium in mixed-cxide fual reactors is one
alternative. Immobifization and direct geologic disposal is another. The United States
ks working to develop this second approach, and we're prepared to share the resutts of
ourwork. [ propose a spedial inlemational meeting be held next year to addmss the
siztus of this technotogy and to set an agenda for future resaarch. _

In Denver, Colorado next month, the Department of Enargy will host the Intemational
confarence on geclogic repesitories that | announced from this podium |ast year, |
expect it to inject new momentum Into our dialogue on the safe, secure and franaparent

disposal of spent fuel and nuclear waste, | hope you'll join us.

Let me conclude by recognizing the encrmous respansibilities we bear, but also the
opporiunites that lie ahead. When future generations lock back 50 or 100 years from
now, let them say that we seized the opportunities rather than et thern slip away.

Thark you very much.
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