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Oregano

Oregano is another herb grown
in the wild....

...and dried in the sun along the
roadside.




Older family members help by
walking in the spice to remove
the leaf from the stem.

In warehouses, hand sifting removes
dirt and stems - primitive, yet effective.




Winnowing seed - Separation of
seed from chaff is still done the
old fashion way.

Basil farmers in the Nile Valley have
the same appearance and work as
they have done for 1,000 years.




Black Pepper

Black Pepper grows on a
climbing vine which is attached
to a tree or stake. Braazil,
Indonesia, and India are
primary sources.

The green immature

berries are picked
become Black Pepper.
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Green Berries are sun dried
and....."turned" with rakes to
ensure complete drying and
reduced mold.
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White Pepper
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Indonesia - Black Pepper berries
are placed in burlap sacks which
are laid in stagnant water to soak
for several weeks.

Farmers use available water for
a variety of purposes. The
laundry is being done a mere ten
feet from the family's pepper
supply.
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Having softened the outer pericarp,
the farmer pours the soaked pepper
berries into a woven basket.

Using burlap sheets as a matte, the
White Pepper berries are laid in the
sun to dry.
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