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Jesus Alonso

Mr. Alonso holds a degree in energy engineering from the Politechnical University of Madrid
(Spain) and a specialisation certificate from the Ecole Sup B ieure d'Electricit Paris (France).
He has over 27 years of experience in the nuclear field, including 14 years in power plant
industry. He has devoted the last 13 years to radioactive waste management (both low- and
high-level).

Mr. Alonso started his professional career in 1972 joining the French nuclear power plant
constructor Framatome, with which he worked until 1976 when he joined the Spanish
Architect Empresarios Agrupados as head of the Safety Analysis Section. In that position he
participated in the design, construction and operational analysis of four Spanish Nuclear
Power Plants (both PWR and BWR).

In 1986 he joined ENRESA, the Spanish Agency for the management of radioactive wastes,
which had been created the year before. His initial commitment was the Safety Analysis,
construction follow-up and licensing of the El Cabril radioactive low level waste disposal
facility, and subsequently the analysis of operation and first renewal of the operation permit.
From the beginning he was also involved in the safety studies of the management of
radioactive high level waste. He is in charge of Safety Assessment Studies for geological
disposal and has led ENRESA's participation in the European Project Spent Fuel Disposal
Safety Assessment (SPA), as well as other R+D international projects in the area of disposal
of radioactive wastes.

He is a member of NEA-PAAG, has participated in a number of NEA-RWMC Working
Groups, and has been appointed as an expert to different IAEA advisory groups, taking part
in the RADWASS Programme.

Kenneth W. Dormuth

Dr. Dormuth received a Ph.D. in Theoretical Physics from the University of Alberta in 1971,
and has more than 25 years' experience in various aspects of technology related to nuclear
energy and the environment.

Dr. Dormuth joined AECL in 1971 as a reactor physicist on a team developing and assessing
advanced CANDU reactor designs and nuclear fuel cycles. Subsequently, he worked as a
mathematical analyst, modelling the behaviour of radioactive materials in the atmosphere and

groundwater, and led the development of a risk assessment methodology for radioactive waste



disposal.

In 1981, Dr. Dormuth was appointed Manager of Applied Geoscience for AECL, responsible
for research and development of technology for siting and designing a nuclear fuel waste
disposal facility. Among his responsibilities was the development of the Canadian
Underground Research Laboratory near Lac du Bonnet, Manitoba. In 1985, he became
Director of AECL's Geological and Environmental Science Division, directing R&D on the
siting, design, risk assessment, and biosphere effects of a nuclear fuel waste disposal facility.
Dr. Dormuth was appointed Director of AECL's Nuclear Fuel Waste Management Program
in 1994. In this position, he led AECL's participation as proponent in the review of the nuclear
fuel waste disposal concept under Canada's Federal Environmental Assessment and Review
Process.

He assumed his current position as Director of CANDU Environmental Studies for AECL in
1998. He directs programs for continual improvement of AECL-supplied CANDU reactors in
the areas of environmental emissions, waste management, and decommissioning planning.
He is also responsible for environmental assessments of AECL's CANDU reactor projects.
Dr. Dormuth was the Canadian representative on the Joint Technical Committee of the NEA
International Stripa Project, is currently the Canadian representative on the Waste
Technology Advisory Committee of the IAEA and was Canadian Project Director for a
cooperative program of waste management research under an agreement between the United
States and Canada. He has served on numerous other international committees and studies

related to nuclear waste management.

Ferruccio Gera

Dr. Gera obtained his doctorate in geology from the University of Rome in 1961.In 1961-1962
he spent five months at the CEN in Mol, Belgium with an EC fellowship working on the
migration of radionuclides in sandy aquifers. In 1962-1963 he spent one year at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory (ORNL), Tennessee, USA, with a post-doc fellowship to work on near
surface disposal of radioactive waste.

After a brief teaching experience, in 1966, he joined the regulatory branch of the Italian
nuclear organization, at the time called CNEN (National Committee for Nuclear Energy).
During the following period with CNEN he spent approximately four more years as a visiting
scientist at ORNL working on various aspects of safety assessment of radioactive waste
disposal in salt formations. In the period between 1974 and 1976 he was head of the Waste
Disposal Section at the Casaccia Center of CNEN, where he was involved with the Italian

R&D programme on disposal of HLW in clay formations.



In 1976 he joined the Nuclear Energy Agency of OECD, where he remained for approximately
five years working on various aspects of the Agency's programme related to geological disposal
of radioactive waste. In 1981 he joined ISMES, an Italian company of which ENEL, the
national electricity generating company, is the major stock holder, with managerial functions.
In the 16 years with ISMES he has managed many projects dealing with the feasibility
assessment of disposal of long lived radioactive waste in Italian clay formations. In the same
period, he was also involved in a variety of additional activities related to different aspects of
radioactive and hazardous waste management and environmental protection.

Since leaving ISMES, in April 1997, he has been working as a consultant. Most of the
consultant work has been on behalf of the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Over the years he has participated in the activities of numerous committees, groups of experts
and consultancies on behalf of various organizations including the International Atomic
Energy Agency, the Nuclear Energy Agency of OECD and the European Commission. Most
of the groups dealt with some aspect of radioactive waste disposal.

He is the author of over 60 publications dealing with the management of radioactive and

hazardous waste and other environmental issues.

Claudio Pescatore, Secretariat

Dr. Pescatore holds a Ph.D. in nuclear engineering from the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign (USA). He has 20 years' experience in the field of nuclear waste covering low-
level waste, high-level waste and spent-fuel storage and disposal.

Dr. Pescatore joined the Brookhaven National Laboratory in 1982 and was directly involved
in the study of high-level waste and spent-fuel disposal concepts in basalt, salt, and tuff
formations: reliability and modelling studies of waste package materials during storage and
disposal, analyses of gaseous and aqueous pathways for radionuclide migration, peer reviews
of environmental impact assessments studies and site characterisation plans. At Brookhaven,
he was group leader for Radioactive Waste Performance Assessment. Till 1995, he was also
adjunct Professor of Marine Environmental Sciences at the University of New York, Stony
Brook.

Dr. Pescatore joined the NEA/OECD in 1992 in the Division of Radioactive Waste
Management and Radiation Protection, where he has been Acting-Head of the Division. He
has been at the centre of several recent international initiatives such as the ASARR and
GEOTRAP projects, the GEOVAL'94 symposium, the IPAG studies, etc. On behalf of the
NEA he has organised numerous international peer reviews of national studies. Namely: SKI's

Project-90 (Sweden), AECL's Environmental Impact Statement of the Disposal of Canada's



Nuclear Fuel Waste, the 1996 Performance Assessment of the US Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
(WIPP), the SKI's SITE-94 project (Sweden), the Nirex methodology for scenario and
conceptual model development (UK), and the present JNC's H-12 study (Japan).

Helmut Rothemeyer , Chairman

Dr. Rothemeyer read physics and reactor technology at the Technical University of Aachen
(Germany) and the University of Bristol (United Kingdom) and concluded his studies with a
diploma in physics and a doctorate degree in (nuclear) engineering. After additional
qualification as research reactor operator he was appointed Head of the laboratory "Reactor
Operations" of the Federal Institute for Science and Technology (PTB) in Braunschweig
(Germany).

From 1973 - 1977 Dr. Rothemeyer worked in the department "Reactor Safety and Radiation
Protection" of the German Federal Minister for the Interior (BMI)*. Within the supervisory
functions of this department he was responsible for safety-related questions concerning the
concepts, sites, construction and operation of pressurised water reactors.

Since 1977 Dr. Rothemeyer has been appointed director and professor in charge - as deputy
director and since 1983 director - of the department "Long Term Storage and Final Disposal
of Radioactive Waste" of the PTB, and since 1989 of the department "Nuclear Waste
Management and Transport" of the newly founded Federal Office for Radiation Protection
(BFS).

Dr. Rothemeyer is a member of the Radioactive Waste Management Committee (RWMC) of
the OECD-NEA and of the Sub-group on Principles and Criteria for Radioactive Waste
Management of the IAEA for many years. He was also a member of the former International
Radioactive Waste Management Advisory Committee (INWAC) of the IAEA.

Dr. Rothemeyer is editor and co-author of the book "Final Disposal of Radioactive Waste -
Guide for responsible Waste Management in Industrialised Societies", VCH 1991 (in
German), and,together with Prof. Herrmann, author of the book "Long-term Safe

Repositories”, Springer 1998 (in German).

Lars Werme

Dr. Werme holds a Ph.D. in physics from Uppsala University, Sweden, where he has also been
associate professor since 1973. He has been working for the Swedish Nuclear Fuel and Waste
Management Co. (SKB) on materials science issues in nuclear waste management since 1979.

Dr. Werme joined SKB in 1979 as manager of SKB's materials science research programme;



a position he still holds. The research has been focussed on the chemical stability in
groundwater of high level waste glass and spent nuclear fuel and the chemical and mechanical
stability of waste container/overpack materials. From 1983 to 1988 he was project manager
for a joint Japanese-Swiss-Swedish ("JSS-Project") for the study of the chemical durability of
a radioactive high level waste glass similar to the waste glass produced at COGEMA's "Atelier
de Vitrification de La Hague". From 1992 to 1998 Dr. Werme was project manager for
"Canister (container/overpack) Design" within SKB:s Encapsulation Plant Project. Since

1994 Dr. Werme is editor of the Journal of Nuclear Materials.

* These responsibilities rest now with the Federal Minister for Environment, Nature

Protection and Nuclear Safety (BMU) 1



